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Warsaw, 30th of November, 2010

Purification of water; a Polish-Belgian challenge 
Report from the “Belgian-Polish Forum on Innovation in Water Treatment”

According to the National Program for Municipal Wastewater Treatment in Poland, over 30 billion PLN will be allocated for renovation and construction of wastewater treatment facilities by 2015. Some projects will be partially funded by the European Union. Wastewater treatment is a major challenge for our country. 

On November 9th the conference “The Belgian-Polish Forum on Innovation in Water Treatment” was held, regarding innovation in water treatment. It was organized by The Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium, Wallonia Export & Investment, Bruxelles Export, Flanders Investment & Trade and the Belgian Business Chamber as part of the Belgian Days 2010. The meeting was an opportunity for Polish and Belgian experts to exchange their experiences. Patrons included Sląski Klaster Wodny and the Chamber of Commerce – Polish Water supplies (Izba Gospodarcza – Wodociagi Polskie).  
The Water Framework Directive 2000 requires all EU countries to improve their water quality by 2015. In Poland much remains to be done to consider the directives fully implemented. Achieving the requirements will be possible thanks to capital investments and advanced wastewater treatment technologies. 

– The National Water Management (Krajowy Zarząd Gospodarki Wodnej KZGW) welcomes and supports any initiative promoting exchange of knowledge in wastewater management. The Polish-Belgian Forum was a well organized venture, and the subjects discussed were very accurate for the needs and interests of local governments, institutions and companies in the business – said Wojciech Nasiłowski, Chief Specialist of Investment and Supervision Department at the National Water Management. 
During the Forum, the current situation regarding investments in waste water treatment in Poland was presented, along with the experience of Belgian companies operating in Poland and in Belgium. One of the panels discussed the status of such investments and plans for the future. 
Solutions for water treatment at the regional level were presented by Katarzyna Młodawska, Director for the Environmental Department at the Local Government Office for the Mazovia Region and Jarosław Kania, CEO of Silesia Water Company. 

Another panel discussed Belgian experiences in wastewater treatment in Poland. Luc Vriens, President of Waterlau and Andrzej Wolff, representative of Lhoist Polska, shared their opinions on this subject. 
A third panel gave the opportunity to present new water treatment technologies developed in Belgium among others solutions for domestic wastewater treatment and other innovations within this field. 
Speakers stressed that the effectiveness of these technologies isn’t the only factor that should be taken into account when deciding which ones to use. Equally important are issues regarding the environment. 
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Additional information about the Belgian Business Chamber: Established in 1992, the Belgian Business Chamber is an organization uniting Belgian companies, Belgian business people working in Poland as well as Polish companies wanting to establish business relations with Belgium. Originally it was an informal club, a place where Belgian businessmen and their families living in Poland could meet and exchange views. The Belgian Business Chamber aims to promote the Belgian-Polish economic and cultural cooperation, promote Belgium in Poland by presenting Belgian heritage and history. More information about the Belgian Business Chamber can be found at www.belgium.pl. 







